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Welcome to Ukulele Songs for 1, 2, or 3 
Players . This unique collection of 12 songs 
includes 4 pieces from the Classical or Romantic 
periods, 4 folksongs, and 4 original compositions. 
The tunes were chosen because they have 
memorable melodies with a wide range of  
rhythms and are well suited to the ukulele.

The melodies were arranged to stand alone as 
solos. For a richer experience, a duo can play 
the melody and countermelody, written on 
separate pages for ease of reading. And for the 
optimal experience, a trio can play the melody, 
countermelody, and chord parts. The chords are 
indicated by symbols above the staff and can be 
picked or strummed according to the demands  
of the piece and the discretion of the player.  

Level 
This book was written for the late beginner or early 
intermediate player. It will be helpful to be familiar 
with most of the chords used in this book. The 
standard chord tabs for each song are displayed at 
the top of the page. Occasionally an alternate way 
of playing a chord is shown. An O  
indicates the string is not sounded.  
(See the Appendix for a complete  
list of the chords.)

The melodies in this book rarely extend beyond  
a C (3rd fret of A string), so your hand can stay  
in first position. No melody goes beyond a D  
(5th fret). You can play the notes with only your 
thumb or a combination of thumb and fingers. 
One piece includes double stops—two notes 
plucked together or rapidly strummed.

The ability to read music is helpful but not 
necessary. As shown in the following example, 

tabs are used below the melody line to show you 
where to place your fingers on the strings. 

The four lines represent the four ukulele strings. 
The numbers indicate which frets to place your 
fingers on, not which fingers to use. A zero means 
the string is played open. The marks below the 
numbers indicate how long the notes are held.

Tuning
The pieces were written for a low G string ukulele. 
Low G string sets are available for soprano, concert, 
tenor, and baritone ukuleles. The low G string is 
ideal for instrumental playing because the pitch  
of the open strings ranges from low to high. 

The rewards
Playing instrumental ukulele is a satisfying addition 
to whatever kind of ukulele playing you're already 
doing. You'll be demonstrating that the ukulele is 
a real musical instrument with a lot more potential 
than often recognized. Have fun on your adventure!

Getting started
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Elizabeth Ragsdale

Andalusian Air
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Andalusian Air
Countermelody Elizabeth Ragsdale
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Andalusian Air
Countermelody Elizabeth Ragsdale
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Andalusian Air
Countermelody Elizabeth Ragsdale
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Andalusian Air
Countermelody Elizabeth Ragsdale
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Elizabeth Ragsdale

Blues for Two
Melody
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Blues for Two
Elizabeth RagsdaleMelody
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Elizabeth RagsdaleMelody
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Blues for Two
Elizabeth RagsdaleMelody
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Elizabeth Ragsdale

Blues for Two
Countermelody
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